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We’re on the web at:

www.atlanta-airport.com

For More
Information

Please call Doug
Strachan, NOMS
(Noise & Operations
Monitoring System)
Specialist at 
(404) 209-3170.

To share a noise 
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(770) 43-NOISE

City of Atlanta — Department of Aviation

P.O. Box 20509
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Atlanta, Georgia  30320

404-530-6600
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Frequently asked questions

What is a DNL?

DNL (Day-Night Sound Level) is based on sound levels measured in relative intensity of
sound, or decibels (dB), on the “A” weighted scale (dBA). This scale most closely approximates
the response characteristics of the human ear to sound. The higher the number, the louder the
sound. DNL represents noise exposure events over a 24-hour period. To account for human
sensitivity to noise between the hours of 10:00 pm and 7:00 am, noise events occurring during
these hours receive a “penalty” when the DNL is calculated. Each event is measured as if ten
events occurred.  

What is NOMS?

NOMS is the acronym for a Noise and Operations Monitoring System. It consists of two
basic elements: (1) 16 permanent noise monitoring stations; (2) a direct-connect to the FAA’s
radar system for the purpose of acquiring flight track information. Data from both the noise
monitors and the FAA’s radar tracking system are fed to a central computer located in the DOA
offices at the Airport. The integration of these two systems allows the DOA to gather informa-
tion on the movement of aircraft and resultant noise levels in communities surrounding
Hartsfield Atlanta International Airport.  

Which is Quieter — An Arrival or Departure?

Arriving aircraft at low altitudes are generally quieter than departures of the same aircraft
type because this mode of flight requires much less engine power. However, close to the airport,
the relative “quietness” of an arrival may be offset by the fact that they are typically lower in alti-
tude than departures over the same location. 
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History of Noise Mitigation Efforts

The noise abatement/mitigation program at HAIA (Hartsfield Atlanta International

Airport) has been ongoing for almost 30 years. It started with the implementation of noise

abatement departure tracks in 1972. Mitigation efforts began in 1975 with the acquisition and

relocation of the Mountain View community in Clayton County, and continued in 1978 with

the initiation of the Airport Noise Abatement and Land Use Compatibility (ANALUC) study

sponsored by the City of Atlanta and surrounding jurisdictions.  Completed in 1980, the

study’s results set the stage for aircraft operational controls and land use compatibility

planning for the Airport. When the federal government passed noise regulations in 

the early 1980's, Hartsfield started a formal Federal Aviation Regulation (FAR) Part 150

study. This study led to the establishment of the Airport Noise Mitigation Program,

which continues today. Hartsfield's program is one of the oldest and most compre-

hensive airport noise abatement/mitigation programs in the United States.

To date, the program has resulted in:

The sound insulation of approximately 10,150 structures at a cost 
of about $174.5 million.

The relocation of residents, including the acquisition of over 2,720 
structures at a cost of about $171 million.

The establishment of procedures to control nighttime aircraft 
maintenance run-ups.

The installation of a permanent noise and operations monitoring 
system (NOMS) to provide the public information on Hartsfield’s 
operations and address specific community concerns.
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